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It is too early yet to give very detailed 
information concerning the work of chap- 
lains in the newly-opened campaign in 
‘France. . Sufficient stories have, however, 
icome through to show that the chaplains in 
this, as in other phases of the war, are play- 
ing their full part, courageously identifying 
‘themselves with their men in all the perils 
and tasks they encounter. We bring together 
some of these stories. 

A British parachute unit which took part 
in the opening attack-gathered for a short 
service in the dusk before driving off to the 
airfields for the take-off. 

On board one of the transports several 
hundred men crowded the recreation room 
for a service just before setting off for 
France. They wore life jackets, and, with 
their helmets beside them, the men chose 
their own hymns—“Onward Christian Sol- 
diers,’ ‘When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross” and “Abide With Me.” A Communion 
Service was also held and was attended by 
a large proportion of the men. 

The chaplains were there at the landings 
by sea and air, and some gave their lives. 
One of these was the Rev. Derrick Lovell 
Williams, the “courageous curate’ of blitzed 
Stepney, who joined the Intelligence Corps 
as a private. When transferred to the Royal 
Army Chaplains Department he insisted on 
joining a Commando force. He was dropped 
by parachute behind the enemy lines and 
was killed on D-Day. At least two other 
chaplains have been killed. Father Peter 
Firth, a Roman Catholic, has been killed in 
‘action in Normandy, where he had volun- 
teered for service with the Field Ambulance. 
The Rev. George Alexander Kay, who was 
serving with the Sixth Airborne Division in 
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France, has also been killed. Others have 
been wounded. 
The First Lieutenant of a landing craft 


‘tells how, during the unloading of tanks on ~ 


the French coast, a soldier got into difficulty 
while trying to swim ashore. A chaplain 
dived in and tried to rescue him, but the sea 
was too rough. They hauled him in and the 
soldier was eventually rescued from the 
shore. 

Great interest attaches to the first contacts 
between the invaders and the clergy of 
France, and it is possible that the Service 
Chaplains may be among the first representa- 
tives of British Christianity to greet their 
brothers who have resisted so bravely and 
so long. The only story yet to hand concerns 
the priest-organist of Bayeux Cathedral. He 
was estranged from a_ schoolmaster in 
Bayeux for many years. As the British 
troops entered the town the organist and the 


‘schoolmaster met on the Cathedral steps — 
and discovered that both were wearing the — 


Resistance armlet. Their long - standing 
estrangement was ended in a moment. — 


D-DAY IN AMERICA: RAYMOND 
GRAM SWING ON RELIGIOUS 
OBSERVANCE 


In a broadcast on D-Day in America, 


Raymond Gram Swing spoke as follows on 
the religious side of the observances :— 


“The religious nature of the country — ied 
asserted itself. From coast to coast people 


gathered in the churches. They spontaneously 


organized mass prayer-meetings in theatres ~ 
and auditoriums, and the climax of this 


faith and ardour was President Roosevelt’s 


moving prayer which he read over all net- = 
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the largest audiences he has eve rh 
prayer had been published during the day. 
so that citizens could say it with him, 
sentence by sentence. Of course, there is no 
adequate record to demonstrate that all the 
country responded in this deep mood of 
humility and faith, but wherever the record 
was kept, it tells of the churches filling, and 
when the sirens and bells announced the 
news, it took those who did not stay fervently 
at work—like the men in the munitions 
industries—to chapel, church, synagogue and 
meeting-house. In Washington offices some 
of the heads of bureaux held brief prayer- 
meetings. I heard a woman Juvenile Court 
Judge in Memphis, Tennessee, say that her 
staff had come together, and they had read 
the 91st Psalm, and joined in prayer, ‘For,’ 
she said, ‘not all of the service can be done 
by the men on the beachheads; we must do 
some of it on our knees.’ In many factories 
the day’s work started with prayer over the 
loudspeakers, and then the news from Allied 
Headquarters was kept on through the day. 
In some cities shops closed for the day; but 
that was not quite what America felt; for, 
generally speaking, it went to work with a 
renewed zeal.” 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS’ STAND ON 
THE WAR 


We recently reported a change of attitude 
towards war issues on the part of the 
Methodist Conference of the U.S.A. We are 
printing for the information of dur readers 
a resolution adopted at the Northern Baptist 
Convention held at Atlantic City, N.J., at 
the end of May. The resolution, which was 
couched in guarded but definite terms, was 
moved by Dr. Daniel A. Poling, Pastor of 
the Baptist Temple in Philadelphia. It was 
carried by a majority of about 5 to 1 in an 
~ assembly of some 3,000 delegates. The reso- 
_lution follows: 

“Be it resolved that the following state- 
ment shall be the position of the Northern 
Baptist Convention with regard to the 
present World War: 

“The Church must be the Church—not a 
recruiting agency for any government. She 
must build the morale and strengthen the 
foundations without which any human struc- 
ture however filled with early promise must 
fail at last. .She must companion her sons 
and dea chtors wherever as conscientious 

_ Christians they may go; to the battlefront, 
to the Ambulance Corps and to the camp for 
objectors. In no moment, however fraught 
with destiny for a cause, dare the Church 
forget that she is an institution both human 
and divine, at once timeless and universal. 
Church and 
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ae ah the ae the err e is a new ‘ind 
of war in numbers and treasure enslaved 
and noncombatants killed. Inevitably this is 
a new kind of war because it is fought in a~ 
new. world—a shruken “world, a world in} 
which lines of trade and all human relations ~ 
cross, recross and tangle. Also this is a new” 
kind of war because all are engaged; because 
in both its physical effects and moral” 
responsibilities wherever men go and what-~ 
ever choice they make, no man can escape. — 
Finally, this is a new kind of war because” 
what comes out must come to all. Neve % 
again either in war or peace, slavery or free-— 
dom must we be isolated. If freedom wins — 
then at last all must be free—foes as well as 
friends. Our sons who fight and die to save 
America, serve the world. In this and by 
them may be achieved the twentieth-century 
realism of ‘do good to them that hate you, 7 
and ‘love your enemies.’ 

“In this war nearly a million of our Baptist 
youths are now engaged. We express to 
them and to our Baptist chaplains our grat-— 


‘itude, send to them our love, and assure | 


them of our constant prayers. We urge that — 
on D-Day all Baptist Churches be opened 
for prayer. 3 

“War itself is not and cannot be made~ 
holy. The present is of all wars the most 
bestial. _But while war itself is unholy, 
liberty and justice, brotherhood and human. 
personality are most holy. For the over- 
whelming majority of all those who seek to 
know the mind of Christ, and to obey His _ 
will, when war is invoked against these holy 
things there is no alternative but to dedicate — 
in their defence our lives, our treasure and — 
that which to us is dearer than physical 
existence—the lives of our children. 

“We do not pray for man’s mere triumph | 
over his brother man, for ‘all have. sinned 
and come short,’ and each is to God equally 
precious, but ‘God has a stake in this war’ 
and we dare not wait to achieve perfection 
before we rise to defend freedom and to 
battle for a righteous cause. We do pray 
that justice shall prevail, that human person- 
ality shall not be sacrificed upon any altar 
of dictatorship, and that freedom shall win 
over tyranny. We do pray that men may 
know that though they lose their bodies— } 
leave them on battlefields and beneath oceans 
—they need not lose their souls. We do pray 
that in all our seeking we shall seek for our- 
selves no good we would not share with 
friend and foe alike. We do pray that our | 
sons shall be adequate for their high how | 
and that ‘with malice oye none and 


time ‘relations of the peoples of the earth. 
We will not bless war, but we will not with- 
hold our blessing from our sons who fight 
and from our country’s cause in which they 
with the sons of the Allied Nations now 
engage.” 


UNION THEOLOGICAL 
NEW YORK 


Our British readers will learn with in- 
terest that Dr. Henry Pitney Van Dusen is 
to succeed Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin as Presi- 
dent of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, when Dr. Coffin retires next year. 

Both Dr. Coffin and Dr. Van Dusen have 
visited Britain during the war and they are 
both well known as champions of Anglo- 
American understanding. Dr. Van Dusen is 
particularly well known in cecumenical and 
missionary circles, and his many British 
friends will wish him every success when he 
takes over the important post at Union. 


THE RESISTANCE OF THE DUTCH 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


During these last four years the Christian 
schools in Holland have been engaged in a 
struggle for their spiritual autonomy. Ac- 
cording to the Dutch constitution these 
schools are subsidized by the State, but are 
free in the choice of their teaching personnel. 
But the new authorities have tried in various 
ways to subject them to ideological control. 
The most direct attack was made in 1942, 
when decrees were issued according to which 
“teachers whose influence was not conducive 
to a healthy development of education” could 
be dismissed by the Secretary-General for 
Education, and according to which the Sec- 
retary-General could appoint teachers for 
the Christian schools if the appointments 
made by the schools themselves did not find 
his favour. It is clear that these decrees 
were a first attempt to introduce the “new 
pirit” in the schools. 

Practically all the boards of the Protestant 
hristian primary schools (between 1,800 
a nd 1,900 or 95 per cent.), and all the boards 
f the Christian secondary schools, there- 
ee notified the Secretary-General that they 
vould not obey these decrees. As a result, 
the two national federations for Christian 
chools were dissolved by the authorities. 
; the schools concerned remained in close 
tact with each other, and continued to 
rdinate their resistance in various ways, 
h as the creation of a common bureau for 
r al advice. In March, 1944, this bureau 
dissolved by the authorities. 
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But the resistance is unbroken. The 


- present position is that in no fewer than 650 


cases the Christian schools have appointed 
teachers without observing the new decrees. 


And the pressure exerted in order to get. 
them to ask for the “legislation” of these. 


appointments has been in vain. In some 60 
cases the authorities have reacted by with: 


' drawing the State subsidies, but the schools 


have been able to support themselves by vol- 
untary contributions. 

Similarly, the attempts to call up 20 per 
cent. of the teachers for work in Germany 
and the plan to give a special ideological 
training to the teachers in Germany have 


‘met with general and effective resistance. 


The result of it all is that the Christian 
schools have learned again to make sacrifices 
for the cause of Christian education. In view 
of the privileged position which the Christian 
schools had before the war, they had lost 
something of their spiritual vigour. But to- 


day they are rejuvenated as they fight for 


their right to witness and resist all efforts 
to introduce a foreign and. un-Christian 
ideology into their system of education.— 
International Christian Press and Informa- 


- tion Service, May, 1944. 


JEWISH-CHRISTIAN CO-OPE RATION. 


The Council of Christians and Jews makes 
the following announcement :— 

A resolution urging all men of goodwill 
in those parts of Central and South-Eastern 
Europe which have recently come under 
Nazi control to do all in their power to assist 
the Jews thus threatened with extermination 
was moved by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
at the Annual General Meeting of the Coun- 
cil of Christians and Jews held in London a 
few days ago. The Archbishop was sup- 


ported in this by the Chief Rabbi, the Very 


Rey. Dr. J. H. Hertz, and by a gathering of 
distinguished representatives of -beth the 
Christian and Jewish communities. : 
Three addresses dealt more particularly 
with the work and responsibilities of the 
Council in this country. Bishop Mathew, 


after conveying greetings and good wishes 


from the Archbishop of Westminster, one of 
the Joint Presidents of the Council, spoke 
of the duty of Christians in combating anti- 
Semitism. Rabbi I. Brodie, Senior Jewish 


Chaplain to H.M. Forces, speaking of rela- — 
tions between Jews and Christians in the 


Services, gave many instances of the friendly 


spirit of understanding and co-operation — 


which prevails when Jews and non-Jews find 
themselves side by side as partners in a 
common enterprise. 


‘The same point was emphasized by the =e 
Rey. Dr. E. L. Allen, Secretary of the New- 


castle-on-Tyne branch of the Council, in 


FAD. 
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' Christian co-operation in his own area. 

The progress reflected by the Rev. Henry 
Carter’s report on the work of the Executive 
Committee, of which he is Chairman, has 
been made possible by the spirit of confidence 
and goodwill which prevails among the mem- 
bers of the Council. Here is no attempt to 
water down the distinctive witnesses of the 
different religious communities represented 
on the Council to the level of some lowest 
common denominator. On the contrary, each 
is concerned to bring the best it has to give 
to the joint handling of problems which are 
of fundamental concern to Christians and 
Jews alike. 


THE NEW REGIME IN HUNGARY 


On May 22nd the Swedish paper Svenska 
Morgonbladet published an article under the 
title ‘““‘The Church under the New Regime,” 
dealing with the present situation of the 
Churches in Hungary. 

“The Christians of Hungary are already 
experiencing the results of the change of 
regime. The discussion of post-war problems 
has ceased. The religious papers contain only 
articles dealing with general subjects. The 
pages of religious publications have been 
reduced by a third, and editions of numbers 
of religious and scientific books which were 
being printed have had to be suspended, also 
on the grounds of shortage of paper. The 
Hungarian CGicumenical Committee had an- 
nounced a new review which was to appear 
at Easter and to be issued in several lan- 
guages: the review has not appeared. Prot- 
estant papers in English and German no 
longer appear. 

“The religious papers are not writing a 
single word on the subject of the Jewish 
question. It was only at the start of the 
persecution that they had a chance to pro- 
test, and they profited by it. 

“The principal organ of the Reformed 
Church Reformatus E'let (Reformed Life) 
has published an article by the Protestant 
Dean Imre Szabo, who writes: ‘There are 
perhaps many people Who expect a miracle 
from the Church in these days of trial; the 
- same thing was expected of the Lord of the 
Church when his passion reached its climax 
on the Cross. But he wrought no miracle to 
save himself and continued to suffer and the 
Church will fulfil its mission in the same 
fashion. The Church cannot work miraclés, 
but her prayers will help to conquer the 
— forces of evil!’ 


Printed in U.S.A, 


suggestions a 
to the kind of. work these Councils | might a 
undertake were convincingly illustrated by 
reference to actual experiences of Jewish~ 


be both severe and subtle so as not to oye 


Union in Hungary. fe was cons rated 
Bishop Beela Kapi. He refused to accept 
usual congratulations on the part of the 
authorities of the State and the Commune. 
This attitude shows the aversion,of the new 
Bishop for the new Government: The Bisho 

was elected by the parishes, and his nomi 
tion is independent of the State authorities.” 
Additional confirmation of the opposition of 
the Hungarian Churches to Jewish perce 
tion has been published in Geneva. 


“It is reported that the Bishops of the 


Hungarian Protestant Churches have made 
representations concerning the new govern- 


mental measures concerning the Jews which 


mean nothing less than the treatment of 


Jews as outcasts. The contents of these rep- 3 


resentations have not been made known. 


“That Hungarian Christians are helping: 
the Jews in their great need becomes also 


clear in an article in the daily Reggeli 


Magyarorzag which contains a strong attack” 
on the Christians who help the Jews by. 


hiding their possessions for them. Such 
Christians are menaced by serious reprisals.” 


RESISTANCE IN SLOVAKIA 


An article in the daily newspaper. Slovak 
(April 21, 1944), the official organ of the 
Slovak People’s Party, edited by the Chief 7 
of State, Mgr. Tiso (the only newspaper at | 
present allowed. to appear in Slovakia), — 
makes a violent attack on the Protestant _ 
publishing house “Tranoscius” for having — 
refused to take part in an exhibition of books 
published since the creation of the Slovak 


State, under the title “The SpE ES harves 
of five years’ work.” 


At the same time Slovak makes a violent 
attack on the Lutheran Bishop Osusky for 
an Easter article published by him in the 


i 


Narodnie Noviny,/in which he said that the — 


sufferings of Good Friday will not last for 


ever, and that the hour is coming when they © 


will also end for stricken Slovakia. 


“The refusal of “Tranoscius,’” says the 
-newspaper, 
are people in Slovakia who are sowing dis- 


“leads us to observe that there 


cord among the population.” As for the 
article of Bishop Osusky, it says: ‘““We well 
know the context of these actions, and are 
well aware of the underhand propaganda 
which is going on and menacing the very 
existence of, the State.” And it concludes by 
calling for “repressive measures which will 


opportunities for martyrdom.” 
UL C.P.LS., Geneva (May, 1944 te 


